
Bridging the town-gown divide 

To better bridge the gap between academia and the public sphere, our journals are introducing a 

new requirement. Starting from June 2026, our journal authors will be strongly encouraged to 

include a brief section in their papers outlining the practical relevance of their research 

for policymakers, alongside their theoretical contributions. This initiative reflects our 

commitment to ensuring that scholarly work drives meaningful change, particularly within 

the African context. 

 


